
State, of its minute egg-shaped leaves, renders it easily distinguished
from most other perennials, and adds much to its beauty. In foliage, it
resembles nearest the Arbor Vila;, or False White Cedar (Thuya Occi-
dentalis), of any tree in our forests. The Arbor Vita: is, however,
much the smallest, and grows on high land.

A highly volatile oil is obtained from the twigs of this tree, by distil-
lation, which is, kept in some of the shops, and called by various names.
The distillers who send it to the city, being unacquainted with its botani-
cal name, call it what is most convenient, or most conducive to its sale.
The apothecary usually buys it by the name of cedar, and sells it as

such, without reference to kind. Consequently, it is often used for the
Bed Cctlar (Juniperus Virginiana), and vice versa. It may be found at
the shop of Brewer Si Brothers, Boston.

This oil, or ils tincture with alcohol, is a powerfully diffusible stimu-
lant, and evaporates rapidly. It bears some analogy in taste and smell,
as well as in medical properties, So the oil of hemlock (Finns Canaden-
sis), but is a more powerful remedy. It differs considerably from the
Red Cedar in its physical properties and its medical qualities, and, as it
is a tree of a different genus, should never be confounded with it. It
probably far surpasses the Red Cedar as a diffusible stimulant, produc-
ing a generous glow of warmth, and a tendency to perspiration, when
taken even in moderate doses.

It is a stimulant, diaphoretic, diuretic and emmenagogue, and ought
to have a place in our materia medica. It is a valuable remedy in chron-
ic rheumatism, used externally and internally ; anil has been given with
much success in suppressed catamenia. In dropsical complaints it has
been used with benefit. As an external stimulant it often relieves the
pain of local inflammations, and nervous headache 1 have used it in-
ternally and externally with happy effect in tic douloureux. It certainly
deserves a fair trial by physicians, and ils appropriate name given by
apothecaries. S. A. Toothaker, M.D.

Cambridge, March 28, 1837.

BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL.

BOSTON, APRIL 5 , 1837

MASSACHUSETTS CHARITABLE EYE AND EAR INFIRMARY.

"E lmve had il in contemplation several weeks, tn republish the veryv"bmlil(>) and, to medical men, truly interesting statistical report of the
"latiagers of ibis philanthropie institution, printed by order of the Senate
. B.c?'>rnpanied by n rcporl and resolve of Ihnl body, Itigldy honorable to
"'"I rts m,,,, nnd wise legislators. A press of mailer obliges us to post-P"nc> at this time, nil but a part of the report of the Joinl StandingJ^ommiiteo on Public Charitable Institutions, reserving the historical and

tabular statements for another day.
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" It is not possible that, in miscellaneous practice, every physician
and surgeon can bo sufficiently conversant with tho various maladies, to
which the organs of vision are subject—to meet every difficulty—and
operate with the success of one whose whole life has been devoted to
one single branch of the healing art. It was said by the celebrated
Baron Wen/.cll, an eminent European oculist, of great and deserved
distinction, that ' he had spoiled a hat-full of ci/cs,' before he knew how to
operate successfully.

" It is presumed, therefore, that there is always danger that more in-
jury than benefit will be derived from any course of surgical treatment
of this delicate organ, by one who is not frequently consulted, and who
has not become perfectly familiar with its minute anatomical structure—
its functions, and its morbid affections."

" The Charitable Eye and Ear Infirmary asks for relief and aid—not
for itself—not for its officers, nor as a reward for services rendered—but
for the sick and indigent, who seek its portals from all sections of the
Commonwealth, as the last and only remaining place in which there is
even a hope of relief. Were the feelings of benevolence entirely out of
the question, and philanthropy, that best attribute of the heart, in no in-
stance permitted to exercise its benign influences in the holy cause of
relieving human misery, the principles of economy alone would justify the
Commonwealth in making liberal appropriations for this most excellent
charity. If the citizens of Massachusetts have manifested a perfect and
ready willingness to support the indigent blind, till they have acquired a

knowledge of some species of handicraft, by which they can maintain
themselves honorably, comfortably and independently—surely they will
not, in this enlightened age, murmur at an expenditure which would es-

sentially lessen the number of those who are liable to become paupers
from blindness. There are many unhappy men, women and children,
supported in almshouses, on account of defective vision or total blind-
ness, who might be wholly restored to sight, and who would consider it
the summit of earthly felicity to be able to maintain themselves. But to
many of this unhappy class, there seems to be no prospect of relief.
They have no means of supporting themselves at the institution, when
they arrive, until a deliberate investigation of their cases can bo had,
and the success of operations and treatment fully and satisfactorily as-
certained. Private benevolence cannot maintain the vast number of
calls made by the poor and afflicted. Patients are continually arriving
and departing—and each returning one spreads farther and wider the
benefits and praises of this institution. The effect has been to increase
the patients till the cases arc so numerous as to interfere with the private
occupations of gentlemen who have been active in raising the infirmary
to its present rank. No one of the surgeons receives any compensation
whatever for services rendered to a claimant for surgical relief. All is
free—all gratuitous. But the bright plans, the cheering hopes, tho buoy-
ant spirits of those who have been for years in total and unchanging
darkness, are too frequently thrown back into despondency and eternal
night in the midst of day, just for the want of the simple necessaries of
life, and a roof to shelter them until a cure can be completed."

" Allbough your Committee have embodied as many statistical and
historical facts, illustrative of the usefulness and undeniable importance
of this institution, as might be deemed necessary (in a country, too,
like ours, where all are industrious but the maimed, and all are happy
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who seek for happiness in a rational manner, except the blind and in-
sane), yet they would urgently recommend the personal attention of the
members of the Legislature to the daily concerns of this theatre of be-
nevolence ; being assured that every gentleman will be strongly impress-
ed with the justness of its claims to public assistance."

FUNCTIONAL AND ORGANIC DISEASES OE THE UTERUS.«

Dr. Joseph Wakrington, of Philadelphia, has given to the profession
of this country a translation from the French, which will be well received
by all conscientious practitioners of medicine. The notes which the
American editor has appended, are neither numerous or striking in charac-
ter ; but we are disposed to bestow upon him distinct praise for exercising
a sound and discriminating judgment in the selection of this excellent
treatise by Duparcque. We feel under real obligations to Dr. W., inas-
much as he has supplied our libraries with a decidedly valuable book,
expressly designed to aid us in the management of a diseased organ
which has never been very successfully treated in New England.

Part first gives an explanation of the origin and causes of the organic
affections of the uterus, illustrated by eleven cases, each one being ex-

ceedingly profitable, if well remembered. In the second chapter, follows
a general view of the formation, development and termination of altera-
tions of tho uterus, together with details of cases, equally valuable. This
chapter, however, has a sort of obscure beginning, as for example—" The
termination oj the. development of hypertrophy, which consists in a species of
exaggeration of nntritionf &.c. which is enough to frighten a pretty good
English scholar. Sanguine engorgements, simple sanguine congestion,
haimorrbagic engorgements, chronic inflammations, incidental phenome-
na of hard engorgements, eareinomatous excrescences, osseous altera-
tions, scirrhous cancer, sanguine cancer, ulcérations, &c. of the uterus, arc
each carefully investigated. That part of the book, near its conclusion,
expressly devoted to descriptions of surgical operations on tho same or-

gan, gives an additional value to the preceding four hundred and twenty-
three pages. It should certainly bo procured by those who feel the want
of some concise, elementary essay. It has our best wishes—for the
translator, as well as the owner, has unequivocally done his brethren an
essential service.

The Blind in Ohio.—It was ascertained, not long since, that there were
five hundred blind persons in the State of Ohio, about sixty of whom
were at a proper ago for instruction, according to the benevolent system
practised at the Blind Asylum in this city. There is reason for believingthat u similar institution will be raised into being in that Stute, in a
short time.

Copland's Dictionary again.—Wc are informed by Mr. W. H. S. Jor-
dan, of tnis city, successor to Mr. Colman, one of the original publish-
ers of ti,e Dictionary, that " all the merit of assuming the risk to furnish

p;irciiiii,r&."'*'! °" the Fltnctiohal und Orpnnlc Disoasen or tho Uterus, front the French of F. Du-
Tliomus'fcV'tc- *"• Translated, with notes, by Joseph Wiirringloii, M.D. Philadelphia, Uciilver,

*">•, 18a7. Page» 455,
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the third Part to subscribers who bad paid in advance, in the continued
delay of Gen. Duff Green to do so, belongs to Mr. C, who without any
other interest than as one of (he original undertakers desiring its com-

pletion, has procured the printing of a sufficient number of copies to
supply all who have paid in advance for the work." Mr. Jordan adds
that any subscriber to the Dictionary who has not received Part 111. may
receive it by addressing him at \~l Washington St.

Changes in Diseases.—MeCullocb, in comparing English tables for the
last two centuries, finds that apoplexies mid inflammations have vastly
increased, ond consumptions diminished, as also deaths from surgical
operations for stone, &c. Dyspepsia, liver disease und gout might be
added to the new productions of this modern luxurious age, in part or in
whole growing out of the substitution of spirituous liquors for beer.
The general and cheap use of wine, sugar and good food has, on the
other hand, greatly circumscribed the inarch Of typhus and other pesti-
lential distempers ; while the new scourges of cholera, black vomit, &c,
have taken the place of plague, sweating sickness, Sec, of the olden
time.

Treatment of Influenza.—The London Lancet, in speaking of the late
prevalent epidemic influenza, thus alludes to the treatment.

"In the severe cases, the most effectual treatment was found to consist
in the administration of an aperient, containing two or three grains ofpro-tochloride of mercury, generally combined with aloes. This, in all cases,
was found essential ; and here we may notice the signal relief which all
such cases as smallpox, scarlet fever, under treatment at this period, de-
rived at their commencement, especially from purgatives, of which
protochloride of mercury, and rhubarb or jalap, followed by castor oil,
8tc.,were the most useful.

" A saline mixture, composed of tartar emetic and sulphate of mag-
nesia, generally produced in a night or two a diaphoresis, which was al-
ways attended with relief; in the arthritic varieties, small doses of vin.
sem. colch., in the above mixture, gave great and immediate relief."

Introduction of the Catheter.—In lecturing lately on some cases of
stricture of the urethra under treatment, Mr. Liston made some remarks
on the mode which ho had long observed in introducing the catheter, or
bougie, in all cases in which the obstruction was not seated near the ori-
fice of the urethra. He preferred the employment of one band only,the urethra being left perfectly freo ; by pursuing that method the instru-
ment was less likely to be impeded, the natural obstacles met with about
the sinus of tho urethra being more effectually and certainly avoided, the
patient suffering less uneasiness, and the operation being altogether moro
easily and dexterously effected than when the member was pulled out,
and the urethra was put unnaturally upon the stretch.

Hahnemannism.—At a late meeting of the London Medical Society, af-
ter Dr. Uwins had read a paper in favor of the homoeopathic doctrines,
the subject was discussed by the members.

 The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal as published by 
The New England Journal of Medicine. Downloaded from nejm.org at UNIVERSITY COLLEGE LONDON on July 1, 2016. 

 For personal use only. No other uses without permission. From the NEJM Archive. Copyright © 2010 Massachusetts Medical Society.



Dr. Uro had seen the practice of Hahncmannism in Germany, at the
very fountain-head of the " art," and it was not successful even there.
The doctrine of " sitnilia similibus curentur " was almost as old ¡is the
hills. Theophrastus was its advocate, but it fell into oblivion, and was

only revived by Hahnemann, whose disciples blazoned abroad their
" cures," but kept secret the deaths which occurred in their practice.
Prince Frederick of Swartzenburgh died under the care of llahuemann,
though the " new light " gentlemen said that his highness was guided to
bis last home by the allopalhists. An old lady also died under this treat-
ment, in whom tho globule of medicine was found in a carious tooth,
which circumstance was considered to afford a reason for her death, the
sulvatory medicine not having reached the stomach. He thought that
one point in the practice of Hahnemann had been overlooked—their rigid
enforcement of diet. To many articles they strongly objected. Coffee
was one which, in particular, they anathematised, asserting that Napoleon
and Byron both fell victims to tho use of that beverage.

Dr. Addison would not consent to argue on a subject which was so ut-
terly beneath notice, but wished the world to know in what estimation
that Society held the practice of Hahnemann—that its followers were

either fit for lunatic asylums, or practised with the most sordid motives.
He (Dr. A.) was a very loyal man, and bad always been so ; but be
could not help saying that he considered that tho profession of this coun-

try bad been grossly insulted in the highest quarters, by the preference
there shown to the employers of this foreign mystery. Did the court
ever send for lawyers who dealt out the law in algebraic fractions, or

bishops who preached by the square-root ? He did not mean to say that
the biame was to be ascribed to the royal persons themselves who set this
example in medicine, but those who were about them deserved the se-
verest censuro for aiding and abetting Hahncmannism in the palace.

The Smallpox exists at lloyalston, Vt.—One fatal case has occurred
at Braintree, in this State.

College of Physicians and Singeons of the Western District of the Stute
of New York, in Fairfield, Herhmer county.—There were 164 students
Hie past session (1836-7) in this school. At the commencement, on the
2d February, 1836, the degree of M.D. was conferred upon 30.

University of Pennsylvania.—Four hundred and one students have
matriculated the present session in the medical department of this
institution.

Transylvania University.—The number of medical students in this in-
sulution the present session is 242.

Died —In Killimrlv, Con. on the 25th ult. Dr. Hazard Peckbam, aged r>0
years-—rmic|1 esteeined as a physician and a man.—Tho celebrated chemistuerzehua has just died at Upsul, ut the age of 86. He was the only surviving dis-
ciple ofLinntDug.
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Whole number of deaths in Boston for the week ending April 1, 30 Malea, 20— females, 10.
CoiLsmiiption, 4—jiiuiiririy fever, 1—Inflammatory sore throat, 1—miiiiiMiniH, 2—abscesB on (ho

brain, i—drowned, 1—old age, 8—suicide, i—hooping cough, i—lung fever, 1—infantile, 3—decline»
1—palsy, 1—diabetes, I—teething A—uts, 3—scrofula, 1—scarlet fever, 1—dropsy, i—bum, I—apo-plexy, I.

A BARGAIN.
A PHYSICIAN In tho County of Konnebeck (Maine), wishing to leave the State, would dispose
of Im* situation on the most reasonable terms, it is an eligible .stand for business, and offers a rare

opportunity for any youpg gentleman wishing to engage in the practice of medicine, ¿'or further
Information, Inquire at this office—if by letter, post paid.

Fob. I. tf

COPLAND'S DICTIONARY, PART III.
A Dictionary of Practical Medicine ; comprising General Pathology—the Nature and Treatment of
Diseases, Morbid Structures, and the disorders especially incidental "tu climate, in the sex, and to tho
different epochs of life—with numerous prescriptions lor the medicines recommended, a classification
of diseases, according to pathological principles, ¡t copious Bibliography, with references, and an
Appendix nf approved Eorinulio ; the whole forming a library of Pathology and Practical Medicine,
and a digest of Medical littérature. By Jam us Copland, M.U., Consult ing Physician lo Queen Char-
lotte's Lying-in Hospital ; Senior Physician to the Royal Infirmary for Diseases of Children ; Member
of the (loyal College of Physicians, London ; Member uf tho Medical und Chirurgical Societies of Lon-
don and Berlin, ¿cc. This day published by VV. D. TICKNOA, corner of Washington and School-
streets. March 8

PROLAPSUS UTERI CURED BY EXTERNAL APPLICATION.
Dit. A. G. HULL'S U I'KltO-AliDOMLNAL SUPPORTER Is offered to those afflicted with ProlaptJUS
Uteri, and other diseases depending upon relaxation of the abdominal muscles, as an Instrument in
every way calculated for relief and permanent restoration to health. When this instrument Is care-
fully and properly fitted lo the form ol'Uiepatieiit, it invariably adonis the most immediate immunity,
from the distressing " dragging and bearing down " sensations which accompany ucaih all visceral dis-
placements of the abdomen, and its skilful application is always followed by an early confession of
radical relief from the patient herself. The Supporter is of simple construction, and can be applied by
the patient without further aid. Within the last two years 700 of the Uieiu-Abdominal Supporters
have been applied with the most happy results.

The very great success which this instrument has met, warrants the assertion, that its examination
by the Physician will induce hint to discard the disgusting pessary hitherto in use. It is gratifying to
state, that it has met the decided approbation of every member of the Medical Eaeully who has ap-
plied it, as well as every patient who has worn it.

The Subscribers having been appointed agents for the sale of the above instruments, all orders ad-
dressed to them will be promptly attended to. Price, $U).

Lows & Ruso, Huston ; David Kim h am., Portsmouth, N. N. ; Joshua Duríjin, Portland, Me.,
.i - . ¡'ii Baloh, Ja. Providence, R. 1. ; Elisha Edwards, Springfield, Mass. ; N. S. Worden,
Bridgeport, Conn. Oct. 5—Gm

VACCINE VIRUS.
Physicians In any part of the United Slates may hereafter be furnished with pure vaccine virus, hy
ad dressing the editor of the I tostón Medical and Suit.'lea I Journal—inclosing one. dollar. Letters must
be post-paid, or they will not be taken from the Post (Ulice. The virus will invariably be sent by the
first mail, unless some other mode of conveyance is directed. 'J'en charged quills, an ample quan-
tity for meeting any sudden emergency, and' certainly su (lie inn t to propagate a supply from, will bo
securely [nicked in a letter. The gentleman who has undertaken to keep the virus, will faithfully
supply that which is positively genuine and recently taken. It will also be furnished on application
tit the Medical Journal olHco.

MEDICAL TUITION.
The subscribers have recently made some additional arrangements for the instruction of medical
students. A suitable room is provided, as heretofore, for the use of the pupils ; the necessary hooks
are supplied} and a systematic course of study Is recommended. Personal Instruction is given to
each pupil in each of the several departments of medical knowledge. Every facility is provided for
tho cultivation of practical anatomy, Which the present improved stato of the law permits. This
department Will receive the constant attention of one of the subscribers, who will always give such
aitl and instruction as the pupils may need.

The pupils have free admission to the lectures on Anatomy, and on Surgery, in the Medical School
of Harvard University, and to all the practice oí the Massachusetts General Hospital ; and generally
they have opportunity to attend private surgical operations.

The terms are, #loï) per annum : to be paid in advance.
JOHN' 0. WAHREN,
GEORGE H AYWARD,

Boston. October, 1835. Juno 15—eoplf ENOCH 1IALK,
J. M. WARREN.

THE BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL is published every Wednesday, by
I). CLAIM', .11!. at 18! Washington Street, corner of Krank lin Street, to whom all communications
must lie addressed, pest-paid. It is also published in Monthly Parts, each l'art containing tho weekly
numbers of the preceding month, stitched in a cover. J. V. C. SMITH, M.D. Editor.— Price ¡§11,00 a

year In advance, f$3.50 after three months, and $4,OU if not paid within the year.—Agents allowed
every seventh copy ff rat is.—Orders from a distance must bo accompanied by payment in advance, or

satisfactory reference.—Postage the same as for a newspaper.
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